
LIBSENSE Working Groups

Open science policies, governance and leadership

Infrastructure - open access journals, repositories for 
publications and data and open discovery services

Capacity building - communities of practice and 
training
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Open Science Africa: Principles and Actions for 
Global Participation

Addressing inequality and supporting 
equity, diversity and social justice

Africa-led and operated open 
infrastructures

Indigenous/Traditional Knowledge

https://spaces.wacren.net/display/LIBSENSE/Open+Science+Africa:+Principles+and+Actions+for+Global+Participation


Addressing inequality and supporting 
equity, diversity and social justice

“African researchers, institutions and countries 
should be proactive in defining and implementing 
global and local open science/research policies and 
practices best suited for their needs and 
environment.”



“Shifting the focus towards equitable, global, long-term, 
non-commercial, open source, scalable and sustainable 
transformation of the scholarly publishing 
ecosystem/landscape is crucial, enabling equal 
opportunities for all researchers to publish their research 
in open access, regardless of field of research, funding 
basis, or career stage. African repositories are already 
playing a role in knowledge sharing and should be 
strengthened and enhanced.”



“Collaborative community-based models and open public 
infrastructures for scholarly publishing provide a more 
efficient, timely, durable, local solution and ensure a 
smooth transition to global open access. The result will 
ensure that Africa’s scholarship increases and participation 
will enable a shift toward the epicentre of the global 
knowledge economy. This economy will then allow for 
knowledge exchanges between the Global North and 
Global South, thus bringing about an equitable 
representation of global research and scholarship.”



Africa-led and operated open infrastructures
African research community should maintain control of the publishing 
process and ownership of the publishing and data sharing infrastructure. 

Open - set up with free and open source software, public - not-for-profit, 
infrastructure hosted and operated in Africa; addresses the needs of 
African researchers.

African community governs open infrastructures and bears responsibility 
for reliable and trustworthy management and maintenance.

Ensure diversity and inclusivity in scholarly communications and 
supporting multilinguality.

Collaborative open access publishing.



Indigenous/Traditional Knowledge

Co-creating knowledge outputs with communities by following 
responsible research methods.

Supporting local open access publishing.

Ensuring language pluralism. 

Ensuring inclusivity of media and formats, for example, when 
capturing oral culture tradition.



Open Science Africa: Principles and Actions for 
Global Participation: Actions
Strengthen equitable partnerships of editors and publishers, 
libraries, RENs, funders and other actors to provide immediate 
open access to African research via journals, repositories and 
other means supported by an evolving scholarly communication 
landscape.

Develop sustainable, collaborative open access publishing 
models for African research.
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Design research incentives and structures that support 
the open science work and equality of researchers.

Ensure that universities and research organizations have 
the evaluation practices, incentives and services needed 
to support open science and research, e.g. the academic 
career system supports and rewards researchers who 
participate in a culture of sharing the results of their 
research; adopt open responsible research metrics, along 
with ways of rewarding the full diversity of outputs and 
contributions, capturing the broader social impact of 
research.



Stress multilingualism and diversity: ensure that in the 
process of expert-based evaluation, high quality research is 
valued regardless of the publishing language or publication 
channel; and when metrics-based systems are utilized, 
journal and book publications in all languages are 
adequately representative of the region.



African Continental Strategic Framework for 
Open Science
Why is open science important?

Principles 

Stakeholders’ roles and responsibilities

Infrastructure and service requirements (local, domain, national, 
regional)

Open science policy elements

National and institutional strategies 
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Repository interoperability and harvesting 
webinar
Monday, 26 October 2020 at 2pm-3:30pm UTC 
Moderators: Bebe Chang and Owen Iyoha, Infrastructure WG Co-
Chairs
Speakers: Daniel Deogratus, Systems Librarian, The Nelson 
Mandela African Institution of Science and technology - Arusha 
(Tanzania); Hussein Suleman, Head of Department and Professor, 
Department of Computer Science, School of IT, University of Cape 
Town (South Africa): National ETD Portal South African theses and 
dissertations

http://www.netd.ac.za/


http://openknowledge.community
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LIBSENSE Capacity Building Priorities

Topic: Open repositories

Intermediate level: best practices for repository management: 
acquisition policies, assigning metadata, Persistent Identifiers (e.g. 
DOIs, Handles), copyright, discovery, analytics and usage statistics, 
metadata curation

Sign up here if you want to help 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14lQw9Ega3sPiXBEOUzfdtt
Eh2aeVcEUQA-BubfK3z4A/edit#

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14lQw9Ega3sPiXBEOUzfdttEh2aeVcEUQA-BubfK3z4A/edit


LIBSENSE Capacity Building Priorities (2)

Topic: Open access publishing

Beginner level: How to launch an OA journal; publishing 
workflows; journals procedures and policies

Intermediate level: Best practices for editorial support, quality 
assurance and open licensing in publishing

Sign up here if you want to help 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14lQw9Ega3sPiXBEOUzfdtt
Eh2aeVcEUQA-BubfK3z4A/edit#
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LIBSENSE Capacity Building Priorities (3)

Topic: Research data management

Beginner level: the basics of research data management and data 
management planning

Beginner level: the role of libraries in managing research data

Sign up here if you want to help 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14lQw9Ega3sPiXBEOUzfdtt
Eh2aeVcEUQA-BubfK3z4A/edit#

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14lQw9Ega3sPiXBEOUzfdttEh2aeVcEUQA-BubfK3z4A/edit


LIBSENSE Capacity Building Priorities (4)

Topic: Open learning and open educational resources

Beginner level: the role of libraries in open learning

Intermediate level: creating and re-using open educational 
resources

Sign up here if you want to help 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14lQw9Ega3sPiXBEOUzfdtt
Eh2aeVcEUQA-BubfK3z4A/edit#

https://docs.google.com/document/d/14lQw9Ega3sPiXBEOUzfdttEh2aeVcEUQA-BubfK3z4A/edit


LIBSENSE Capacity Building Priorities (5)

Topic: Digitization

Intermediate level: digitization workflows: digitization, 
formatting, metadata, storage, back-up, and licensing

Intermediate level: collection development, policy and scope of 
digitization

Sign up here if you want to help 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/14lQw9Ega3sPiXBEOUzfdtt
Eh2aeVcEUQA-BubfK3z4A/edit#
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